
JackRix
WE'VEgotover600km to cover

in two-and-a-halfdaysonnarrow
,

windingroads andwithintwo
minutes of settingoff

,

we' re lost.
Thechallengethatfacesusis

theTerre di Canossa
,

a classic
carrallythatweaves itsway
throughtheItalian countryside.

Butrather thandriving
something old

,

we' re tacklingthe
routein thenewLotusEliseClub
Racer a modelthatdoesn' t even
havesat-nayontheoptionslist.

TheClubRaceris thecarthat
provesLotusis stillseriousabout
keepingweight to a minimum.
It' s a stripped-out versionof the
already featherweight entry-level

VIINewcars

stripped-outversionof Brittwo-seater
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Elise
, weighingonly852kg

24kglessthanthestandard
car

. Ourtripbeginsandends
in thetown of ReggioEmilia

,

stoppingoffin LaSpeziaand
Parmaalongtheway . Howwill
ourno-frillsroadsterfare
onthecross-countrydash?

Paintedin brightSaffron
Yellow oneof sixavailable
colours ourcarprovespopular
withthelocals

,

whoallwant to

takepicturesandtryoutthe
driver' s seatforsize . Besides the
CRbadging ,

therearea number
of giveawaysthatthisElise is far
fromstandard . Thebody-coloured
seatsaddflair

to theotherwise
spartaninterior . There' s noair-con

"11

or stereoand
,

forthefirsttime
onanElise

,

there' s a button
markedSport ,

whichactivates
anintermediatesettingforthe
stabilitycontrol

,

somewhere
betweenonandoff.

Otherweight-savingmeasures
includetheuseof

a
smaller

motorsport-derivedbattery
andtheremoval of noise
insulation . Despiteshedding
24kg , performance is unchanged ,

asarethecar' s CO2emissions
andfueleconomy . Thekeyis the
small-capacity1.6-litreToyota
enginebehindtheoccupant' s

head
,

whichproducesonly
134bhpbutdelivers a

powerto-weight ratiogreaterthanthe

200bhp PeugeotRCZ . Evenmore
impressivethanitsstraight-line
paceis thespeedtheElise
carries throughcorners anideal
attributeonthetwistingItalian
backroadsweneed to negotiate.

Thesteering is fullof feedback
feelinglightjustoffcentre

,

but
quicklyloadingupasthespeed
andsteeringangleincreases.
Witheverybendyourconfidence
grows , allowing youto usethe
brakeslessandtrustthenatural
gripandbalanceof thecar.
Soonwe' re leavingother
biggerenginedcompetitors ,

suchasa

rareLamborghiniEspadaand
Maserati MistralSpyder,

in our
wake

. Equallyasastonishing is
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mancootsdown
withanicecreamafter

theheatof theElise

Details
Price : £27,500
Engine : 1.6-litre4cyl
Transmission : Six-speed manual
Power : 134bhp
Torque : 160Nm
0-62mph : 6.5seconds
Topspeed : 127mph
Economy : 45mpg
CO2 : 149g /

km

Equipment : Electricwindows
,

sports suspension , lightweight
bucketseats

,

driverandpassenger
airbags , adjustableanti-rollbar

Onsale
Now

ppmSpartancabin
-Algetsskeletal

bucketseats.
Small1.6-litre
enginedelivers

MIawesomepace

TheTerredi
Canossarally

NOcountry is
morepassionate aboutcarsthanItaly and

in particular ,

rare
, expensiveandfastcars

. TheTerre
di

Canossa is
anepic600kmclassiccar ' race'throughstunning

Italiancountryside . Thewinnerisn' t thefirstto
crosstheline

,

though . Liningtheroutearea series of checkpoints the
victoris thedriver thatsticksascloseaspossible to the
predictedtimesplits ,

asdecidedbytheorganisers.
Althoughwereachedeverycheckpoint alongtheway ,

onlyclassiccartimesweretakenintoconsideration for
theprizes wesimplytaggedalongfortheride.

ExtremeElise

howcomfortable theCRproves
to be . TheEibachspringsand
Bilstein dampershavebeen
tuned for a sportierdrive

,

but
evenonpotholedstretches of

road
,

thebumpsshakeyou
aroundratherthansending
joltsthroughthecabin.

Onsmoother surfaces
,

the
suspension flowsbeautifully with
thecontours

of
theroad . Even

thethinlypaddedskeletalseats
providesupportin

alltheright
spaces ,

andleftusfeeling
refreshed at theendof eachday.

Wewereexpectingto feel
batteredandbruisedafter
completing therally,

beateninto
submissionbytheCR' s

hardcore

ewcars

character . Yettheoppositeis true
;

wecoulddoit alloveragain .
The

lackof storagespacelimitsthe
Elise' s long-range potential ,

but
forafastcross-country dash

,

therearefewcarsmoreenjoyable.
Andat £27,500 ,

theClubRacer
provides a moreaffordableentry
point to Lotusownership ,

which
canonlybea goodthing.

RIVAL : MazdaMX-5
THEMX-5firstmadethe
twoseaterroadsteraccessible to

themassesover20yearsago.
Availablewitheither

a
fabric

roof or foldinghard-top ,

it' s more
usableona dailybasisthanthe
Elise

,

but it'

s stillincrediblefun.

Firstopinion
WHEN

a

caris aslightandagile
asthestandard Elise

, stripping
24kgfromthekerbweightmakes
littletangibledifference . Butwith

a raftof bigger ,

moreexpensive
Lotuses onthewayfrom2013

,

it

provesthattheBritfirmhasn' t

forgottenitsfoundingphilosophy
of performancethroughlight
weight . It alsopresentstheElise

in itspurest form allowingyou
to focusonthesensationaldriving
experience . TheClubRacer is not
onlythecheapest model in the
Eliserange ,

it'
s alsothebest.

* * *
*

*
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