
Outandabout

RICHARDGUNNtakespartin
theveryfirst

Terredi

CanossaInternationalClassicCars

Challenge in a varietyof
differentmachines

Witt!!

1927Lancia Lambdaattractsmuchattention enroute

Maurizio Farace &
AnnaMariaCalabre5..e in a

1969MGC

1

f youhaven' t
heard of theTerre di Canossa

International ClassicCarsChallenge ,

that' s

nottoosurprising . Thisexcitingblastthrough
northern Italyis brandnew .

However
,

if its

successfulfirststaging is anythingto goby,

we

reckon it
hasthepotentialto beone of

themore

prestigiousof theEuropeanhistoriccarruns.

ClassicCarWeekly' s

introduction to
therally

wasat theTechnoClassica Essenshow in Germany ,

whennewseditorDanPowellhappenedacross

thestandpromotingtheevent .Hemust havesaid

somethingextremelynicebecause
,

a

fewweeks

later
, LuigiOrlandini

, president of organising body

Scuderia Tricolore di ReggioEmilia
,

contacted

CCW Towers to ask if
wewanted

to
covertherun.

Naturally,

Danjumpedat

thechance . Unfortunately,

onthewayup ,

hehithisheadonCCWstight
schedules madeevenmoreextremebyallthe

recentbankholidays andcamebackto
earthwith

a bump . Withlittlechance of
himbeingable to

escape ,

hehandedtheinvitationover to me.

Thus I foundmyselfboundforBologna' s

Marconi

airport . Because of thelastminutenature of the

trip ,

it hadn' t
beenpossible to arrangea carto bring

overfromEngland .
I wastempted to tryandnurse

myAllegrooverthere
,

to

seehowwellAustin' s

Italian-titledsaloonwouldblendin withtheFerraris
,

Lamborghinis ,

AlfasandLancias . Andalso to see

if anybodycouldfigureoutwhy,

whentheItalian

firmInnocenti builtAllegros , it
called thembythe

veryEnglish-sounding Regenttitleinstead .Butlack

of timemeantthattherewasn' t theopportunityto

prepare it
. Instead

,

a

carwouldbeavailableforme

when I arrived .ButI
hadnoideawhatit wouldbe.

Theanswer to thismystery becameclearonce

I'
d reached thestartof theevent

,

in
theancientold

townof ReggioEmilia . Enroute
,

we'
d passedclose.

byModenaandSant'AgataBolognese ,

homesof

FerrariandLamborghinirespectively .Nowonder this

part of Italyrefers to
itselfasMotorValley . Perhaps

theproximityof thesetwosportscarlegendsmight
holda

clueasto whatwouldbeawaitingme?-

U

va-

GiordanoMozzi
& Stefania Biacca

in a

'

33Aston Martin

" -

DerekKemp &

PhilAudley in
a

BRG
' 66TriumphSpitfire

-- "

,....morrowsimerwror

NORFOLK' S

FINEST
Actually ,

no . Instead
,

I foundsomething thathad

originated justdowntheroadfromCCWshome

city of Peterborough . FreshfromEastAngliawas

oneof Norfolk' s finest in thesleekwhiteshapeof a

newLotusEvora
,

Hethel '

s current3.5-litreV6

midenginedoffering and
,

to myeyes , something of
a

successorto theiconicEspritahead of theintended

revival of
thatname in 2013 . WithLotusasoneof

themainsponsors of theChallenge ,

it hadprovided

a fleetof itscurrentrangeaspressandsupport

transport .Ofcourse
,

thisclassic motoringjournalist

with a 007fixationwouldhavepreferredanoriginal

Esprit especially in
white but a

borrowedLotus

of anysortis notto
besniffed at

. Andit wouldgive

mea goodopportunity to
seehowwelltheEvora

comparedwith itsillustriouspredecessors sprinkled

withthehandling magic of
ColinChapman.

Proofthatthiswasbeingregardedasa major

eventcamefromthefactthatthearrivingcars

weredisplayed in ReggioEmilia's

mainsquare ,

the

PiazzadellaTeatro
,

withovernightpatrolsbyboth

privateguardsandthelocalcarabinieri . Thisrather

flamboyant militarypoliceforce
,

notwanting to
be

outdonebyalltheexpensiveandimpressiveclassics

surrounding them
,

hadbroughtalongtheironly

Lamborghini Gallardopatrolcar.Well
,

if somebody

hadattempted to nickone of theparticipating

Ferraris
,

a
FiatPanda

,

um
, pandacarmightnothave

quitecutthemustardgivingchase .
TheCSAI the

Italian equivalent of ourMotorSportsAssociation

hadalsohonoured theChallenge withthetitle of

'

GrandeEvento'
,

anaccolade thatis onlybestowed

onfoureventsin Italy.
The57carscompeting werequitetheHeinz

variety , rangingfrom a
1927LanciaLambda

through to a

1974Porsche 911
, byway of two

1933AstonMartinLeMans
,

a stylish 1938Lancia

Aprilia ,

twoJaguarXK120sand a
1965E-type ,

a

millionEuroFerrari275GTB /
2

,

MaseratiMistral
,

Lamborghini Espadaandenough AlfaGiuliettas

to keepanyRomeohappy. MGsalsofeatured

surprisingstrongly ,

withtwoMGAs
,

anMGC
,

an

MGSAanda PBMidget ,

whilerivalBritishmarques

Austin-Healey andTriumphwererepresentedby
a 100anda TR2andSpitfire . Therewaseven

a

Rolls-Royce SilverCloud Ill perhapsnotthemost

obvious of
vehiclesfora competitiveevent

,

but
what a terriblycivilisedwayto

takepart .
Mostof

theteamswereItalian
, althoughRussians

,

Germans
,

Swissanda handfulof
Britswerealsopresent.

WhiletheInternationalClassicCarsChallenge

stylesitselfasa

race
,

it is actually morea regularity
trial

,

withnavigation bytulipdiagramsandcertain

timedsections to
testtheskillsof theteamsand

workoutoverallwinners . However
,

theschedule

allowsforgentledriving if youprefer ,

with a chance

to stopandadmirethestunningscenery .
Andit

also

means thatsomethinglikea

1950sFiat1100hasas

mucha
chance of

' winning'asa
Ferrari365GTC

,

examples of whichalsotookpart.
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THEKINGOFCHEESE
With technicalandlicence checksandthemain

briefingout
of

theway,

it was timefor the

openingdinnerin theTeatro MunicipaleRomolo
Valli

, overlookingthesquarewiththecarsandan
illuminatedfountaindisplayingthegreen ,

white
andredof theItalianflag .

A formalaffairwith
foodoverseenbya Michelin-starred chef

,

it was
a chanceforthecrewsto getto knoweachother
andoverdoseoncheese . WithReggiobeingthe
centre of Parmesan production known asthe

King of Cheese in
a countryobviouslyunfamiliar

withGraham Norton therewas
a lumpthesize

of a Fiat500fordiners to chipawayat
. Dial

in the
free-flowing FerrariTrentosparkling wine

,

andthere
wereprobablysomeinterestingdreamsthatnight.

Thefollowing daysawthecars leavefrom9am
,

departing from a red-carpetedrampto
thecheers

of flag-waving schoolchildren . I waspartnered
with

a glamorousfemale Italianjournalistwho
,

unfortunately,

wasn'
t familiarwithreading tulip

routebooksandcouldn' t speakanyEnglish . The
solelimitof ourconversation wascommenting
onwhen it wassunnyandwhen it wasn' t . Which

Nicola Pedroni
& MarijaPopadnicenko

in
a FerrariF430

Fl

-wnimssoonmtss .

might havebeengreatwhensittingoutside a piazza
coffeeshop ,

butwasn' t toomuchhelp in navigating
a whiteLotusthrougha busyItaliantown .

I knew
thingsweren' t going to planwhen I glanced at the
routebookduringherprotestations to headunder

a

"

ponte
"

( bridge )

ahead
, onlyto discover she

wasreadingthepagethatexplainedwhat themap
symbolsstood for!

Aftergettinghopelessly lost
,

weadmitteddefeat
albeitin differentvernaculars andheadedback

underthephantom ponte to thestartingpoint ,

to

findanotherof theEnglish Lotusteams
,
thistime

in anElise
,

alsobewildered anddisorientated . We
eventuallyfellinto

a convoybehindLotus'head
of globalmarketing operations ,

whomanaged
to successfully leadusbackontothemainroute.
However

,
evenhegotloston a few occasions . As

hewas a nativeItalian
, mynavigator jumpedship

to guidehiminstead hopefully in
a language they

couldbothunderstand.

ClassicGatheringsin theUKandworldwideIt'

e.flunrralidLucianoCaporaliprepareto leaveBorgoVal
Tam in thesurprisingly agile1927LanciaLambda Series VII

N° and issue date : 1079 - 25/05/2011

Circulation : 24468

Frequency : Weekly

Web Site: http://www.classic-car-weekly.co.uk

Page : 67

Size : 70 %

1938 cm2

Copyright (Classic Car Weekly)

No reproduction without authorisation

2 / 3

Canossa Events UK

http://www.classic-car-weekly.co.uk


The1927LanciaLambdachargestowards Parma

A Russian-entered1928Om665Superba in Parma

RichardNava & MaricaSchroder in their1964Fiat1500

The ItalianpoliceprovidedtheirLamborghiniGallardo
LP560-4asanescortvehicle . Nowthat'

s justshowingoff

ri"

541.19kilometres / 340mites
*

,

THEROUTE
DAYONE
ReggioEmilia Castelnova Monti Sarzana
LaSpezia(

202.30kilometres / 125.7miles
)

DAYTWO
LaSpezia BorgoVal di Taro Varanode'
Melagari AutodromoR PalettiCircuit Parma

(
228.22kilometres / 141.8miles

)

DAYTHREE
Parma Guastalla ReggioEmilia

(
116.67

kilometres
/
72.5mites

)

TOTAL
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CitroenDS's hydropneumaticsuspensionallowed
it to competeonanequalfootingwithPorschesonmountainpasses

CHASING A LAMBORGHINI
Outside

of thetowns
,

thescenerywassuperb ,

as
weclimbedhighintotheAppennines , pastsinister
castlesperched onpeaks . I abandoned myescorts

in CastelnovaMontiwhenwecaught upwithsome
of theotherclassicsandtrailed themintotheclouds

throughsomespectacularhighaltitudepasses.
One of themostmemorablemoments cameonthe
descent

,
whenI fell in behindthebluehazeof the

spiritedly-driven Lamborghini Espada andpursued it

around hairpins back
to sealevel . TheV12leviathan

mighthavehadtheedgein
a straight line

,

buton
bends

,

it lumberedwhile theLotus danced.
Thedayended

in LaSpezia ,

a harbourtownon
thewestern coast . Again ,

theimportanceof the
eventwasunderlined bya galadinnerhostedbythe
Italiannavyat anaristocratic mansion . Seafoodwas
much in evidence

. SowasyetmoreParmesan.
Thefollowing morningsaw a series of testswithin

thenavalbase .
I'

d beenintendingto transfer to the
back

of
a 1967CitroenDSPrefecturefortheday ,

untilit wasfoundthatrallyrulesprohibited more
thantwooccupants to eachcar

. Thatconfinedme
to a supportvehicle

,
which at leastallowedmeto

appreciate thelandscapeof wine-producingvillages
clingingdoggedly ontosteephillsides asweheaded
forthelunchstop of BorgoVal

di Taro.
There

,

hurriednegotiationssecured methevacant

passengerseatin the1922LanciaLambda Series

VIIof LucianoCaporali .

"

You' ll enjoythis he' s

completely trazy,

"

I wasassuredasI strapped onmy
essential flyinghelmetandgoggles foranother blast
overthemountains towardsParma

, hangingon
fordear lifeasLuciano wrungsimilarperformance
fromhis84-yearoldLanciaas I'

d beengetting
from theLotus . TheV4engine ,

whichsounded
like it hadbeenpilferedfrom a propeller-driven
fighterplane ,

wassurprisingly lustyandproved
capableof catching muchyoungervehicles .

It was
anexhilaratingexperience , especially whenwedid
a lapof theshortbuttwisty Varanode'Melagari
AutodromoR Paletticircuitnotlongbefore reaching
Parmaandanothergaladinnercompletewitha

musicaltribute
to former local residentGiuseppe

Verdiand
,

asusual
,

a mountain of Parmesan.
For thefinalday,

thecarsdeparted through
theancientarchways of thePiazzadellaPilottain

Parma .
I'

d managed to grabmyself thenavigator' s

place in theCitroenDS of GianniMarchetti
,

president of theClubAutoMoto d

'

EpocaReggiano.
I' d alsomanaged to gainmyself a serious

hangoversomething
I wasblamingentirelyonanexcess

of

cheese sotheDS' s compliant hydropneumatic
suspension wasextremely welcome.

Unfortunately,

therewasalsosomemajor
mapwork to bedone

,

andtheamountof rallystickers
onGianni' s Goddess suggestedhewas

a serious
contender in thissort

of event .Unfortunately ,
once

again ,

a common languagewasnotsomething
weshared . Handsignalsturnedoutfinefor' left'

,

'

right' ,

' straightahead
'

and' followthatPorsche'
,

butI messedupbadlyonthetimedsectionsand
,

bytheendof therallyin ReggioEmilia
,

wewere
welldowntherankings . Gianniwasverygracious
aboutallhishardworkbeingundonebya motoring
joumalist , perhapsbecause I' d shownhima picture

of myCitroenCXbeforewesetoff
,
thusproving

weshared a mutual faith . ButI stillfelt terribleand
foundsomebody bilingual at thefinishpointto

apologiseprofuselyto himonmybehalf.
Theawards ceremony washeldin Reggio' s Sala

delTricolore where
,

in 1797
,

thegreen ,

white
andredItalianflagwasfirstunveiled

. It wasan

appropriateplaceforthefinaleof anexcellentevent
thathadshowcased someof thebestscenery and
cars thatthispartof northernItalyhas

to offer.

FURTHERINFORMATION
Datesforthe2012Terre di CanossaInternational
ClassicCarsChallenge haveyetto beconfirmed

,

butorganiserLuigiOrlandini confirmedthat
it willbetakingplace , probablyaroundApril.
Therallyis opento anyclassicsbuiltbetween
1919and1975

,

andBritishteams areespecially
welcome

,

withmost of theorganisationaland

supportteamsspeakingverygoodEnglish.
Keepaneyeonwww.granpremioterredicanossa.

it forinformation
(

there is anEnglishlanguage
option )

. Thewebsitealsocontains video
, photos

anddetailsonthisyear' s staging , Alternatively
emailinfo@granpremloterredicanossa.it or

telephone + 390522441632to findoutmore.

N° and issue date : 1079 - 25/05/2011

Circulation : 24468

Frequency : Weekly

Web Site: http://www.classic-car-weekly.co.uk

Page : 67

Size : 70 %

1938 cm2

Copyright (Classic Car Weekly)

No reproduction without authorisation

3 / 3

Canossa Events UK

http://www.classic-car-weekly.co.uk

	Classic Car Weekly N° 1079 - 301
	ClassicCarW_1079_67_302.pdf
	Classic Car Weekly N° 1079 - 302
	Classic Car Weekly N° 1079 - 302


